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The IB Learner Profile 

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing 

their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet help to create a better and 

more peaceful world. 

 
IB learners strive to be: 
 
Inquirers              We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We 

know how to learn independently and with others. We learn with 
enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout life.  

 
Knowledgeable  We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge 

across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that 
have local and global significance. 

 
Thinkers  We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take 

responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in 
making reasoned, ethical decisions. 

 
Communicators  We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one 

language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening 
carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and groups. 

 
Principled  We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and 

justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. 
We take responsibility for our actions and their consequences. 

 
Open-minded  We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well 

as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of 
points of view, and we are willing to grow from the experience. 

 
Caring  We show empathy, compassion and respect.  We have a commitment 

to service, and we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others 
and in the world around us. 

 
Risk-takers   We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work 

independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative 
strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges 
and change. 

 
Balanced  We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our 

lives – intellectual, physical and emotional – to achieve well-being for 
others and ourselves. We recognise our interdependence with other 
people and with the world in which we live. 

 
Reflective  We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. 

We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to 
support our learning and personal development.  
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Academic honesty at LIS 
 
We refer you to our full policy document, published on the school website.  Below is 
a brief summary of the main points. 
As part of the induction to their IBCP, students and parents will be asked to read the 
full policy and to sign a declaration that they have read and accepted it. 
 
It is the policy of Leipzig International School that:  
 
¶ All students understand the basic meaning and significance of academic honesty 

¶ All work produced by students is their own, authentic work  

¶ All such authentic work has the ideas and words of others fully acknowledged 

¶ Students understand and obey the rules relating to proper conduct in examinations  

¶ Students understand the difference between collaboration and collusion, and that it is 
unacceptable to present work arrived at through a process of collusion  

¶ The policy refers to all assignments set and completed in school or at home, ranging from 
basic pieces of homework to formal assessments required by Cambridge (e.g. coursework), 
BTEC and the IBO. 

 
What is ‘Academic Honesty’?  

 
¶ The production of ‘authentic’ pieces of work  

¶ Proper conduct in relation to the conduct of examinations  

¶ The full acknowledgement of the original authorship and ownership of creative material  

¶ The protection of all forms of intellectual property – which include forms of intellectual and 
creative expression, as well as patents, registered designs, trademarks, moral rights and 
copyright  

 

 
Anything else is called Malpractice 
 
Malpractice is behaviour that results in, or may result in the candidate or any other candidate gaining 

an unfair advantage in one or more assessment component.  
 

 
Defining Forms of Malpractice: 
 
Collusion/Collaboration  
 
Collaboration involves working together with other students. There are occasions where 

collaboration with other candidates is permitted or actively encouraged. Nevertheless, the final work 

must be produced independently, despite the fact that it may be based on similar data. This means 

that the abstract, introduction, content, conclusion or summary of a piece of work must be written in 

each candidate’s own words and cannot therefore be the same as another candidate’s.  

 
Working together is collaboration. Copying someone else’s work is collusion.  
 
Even if you have ‘collaborated’ with another student, the work you present must be your own. 

Collusion is malpractice and will be penalised. This includes copying someone else’s homework in 

the corridor or cafeteria before a class because you have not done it yourself. 
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Plagiarism  
 
Plagiarism is passing off someone else’s work, writing, thoughts, visuals, graphics, music and ideas 

as your own. Plagiarised work is work which fails to acknowledge the sources which it uses or upon 

which it is based. Plagiarism is a clear breach of academic honesty. It is also a criminal offence. 

 
 
What is paraphrasing?  
 
Paraphrasing is writing a piece of text out in your own words. You are allowed to do this, and it is a 

skill that you need to practice, but you must acknowledge the source you have used.  

 
 
Malpractice also includes: 
 
¶ Making up data for an assignment  

¶ Falsifying a CAS record  

¶ Taking unauthorised material into the examination room, including a mobile phone, an 

electronic device, own rough paper, notes …  

¶ Misbehaving during an exam, including any attempt to disrupt the examination or distract 

another candidate  

¶ Copying the work of another candidate  

¶ Referring to or attempting to refer to, unauthorised material that is related to the examination  

¶ Failing to comply with the instructions of the invigilator or other member of the school’s staff 

responsible for the conduct of an examination  

¶ Impersonating another candidate  

¶ Including offensive material in a script  

¶ Stealing examination papers  

¶ Disclosing or discussing the content of an examination paper with a person outside the 

immediate community within 24 hours after the examination  

¶ Using an unauthorised calculator during an examination  

¶ Concealing and/or using unauthorised software on a graphic calculator, particularly, but not 

only, during examinations  

¶ Prohibited use of laptops/additional permitted items for access/inclusion arrangements 
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The IB Diploma and Courses 
 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma is a rigorous pre-university course of studies leading to 

examinations set by IBO that meets the needs of highly motivated secondary school students in 

the last two years of their secondary education. 

 

© International Baccalaureate Organization 

 
The diploma curriculum is displayed in the shape of a diploma programme model with six academic 

areas (subject groupings) surrounding the core. Subjects are studied concurrently and students are 

exposed to the two great traditions of learning: the humanities and the sciences. 

 
Diploma candidates are required to select one subject from each of the six subject groups. Three of 

these subjects are taken at Higher Level (HL) and three at Standard Level (SL). By arranging work 

in this fashion, students are able to explore some subjects in great depth and some more broadly 

over the two-year period for which the programme runs. 

 
Subject distribution requirements ensure that the science-oriented student is challenged to learn a 

foreign language and that the natural linguist becomes familiar with laboratory procedures. While 

overall balance is maintained, a degree of flexibility in choosing higher level courses allows the 

student to pursue areas of personal interest and to meet special requirements for university entrance. 

 
Subjects can be taken as individual courses at SL or HL if they do not require the Diploma for 

admission to their next educational institution or vocational training provider. This includes the 

Extended Essay and the Theory of Knowledge which are offered as individual IBDP courses. 
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The Core Components of the IB Diploma  
 
The programme offers the following special features in addition to the traditional strengths of a liberal 

arts curriculum. 

 

¶ Theory of Knowledge (ToK) course  

This is a required interdisciplinary course intended to stimulate critical reflection upon knowledge 

frameworks and experience gained inside and outside the classroom. ToK challenges students 

to question how we acquire knowledge as well as the bases of knowledge, to become critically 

aware of subjective cultural and ideological biases and to develop a coherent approach to 

learning which transcends and unifies the academic subjects. ToK encourages an appreciation 

of cultural perspectives and international mindedness and culminates in two assessment pieces; 

an oral presentation and an essay.  

 

 

¶ The Extended Essay (EE) 

Diploma candidates are required to undertake original research and write an extended essay of 

some 4000 words. This process of a systematic investigation in one subject area or as of 2011 

in the new Interdisciplinary World Studies Extended Essay offers students the opportunity to 

investigate a Research Question (RQ) of special interest and acquaints students with the kind of 

independent research and writing skills expected at university level. Students are supported 

through this process by an extended essay supervisor. The process takes place over a 13 month 

period between DP 1 and DP 2. 

 
The combination of ToK and the Extended Essay allows a potential 3 extra IB points to be 
awarded. 
 

 

¶ Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) 

This is a fundamental and required part of the diploma curriculum. The CAS requirement takes 

seriously the importance of life outside the world of scholarship, providing a refreshing 

counterbalance to the academic self-absorption some may feel within a demanding school 

programme. It is expected that students involved in service learning and creative projects will 

learn to become proactive in raising awareness of local and global issues. 

 
 
Each student’s performance is measured against well-defined levels of achievement consistent from 

one examination session to the next. Top grades are not simply awarded “on a curve” to a certain 

percentage of candidates but rather reflect attainment of knowledge and skills relative to set 

standards equally applied to all authorised schools. 
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The Subjects for the IB Diploma  
 
At LIS we currently offer the following IB courses: 
 

 
 
 

 

Group 1 Studies in language and literature 

 
English           Language and Literature HL / SL 
German Language and Literature HL / SL 
English Literature HL / SL 
German Literature HL / SL 
Self-Taught Language A e.g. Russian, Korean  
 
Group 2 Language acquisition 

 
German Ab Initio SL 
German B HL / SL 
English B HL 
French  B HL / SL 
Spanish B HL / SL 

 
Group 3 Individuals and societies 

 
History HL  Geography HL 
History SL  Geography SL 
 
Business Management HL 
Business Management SL 
 
Group 4 Sciences 

 
Biology HL  Physics HL 
Biology SL  Physics SL 
Chemistry HL  
Chemistry SL 
 
Group 5 Mathematics  

 
Analysis and approaches (HL and SL) 
Applications and interpretation (HL and SL) 

 
Group 6 The arts & Electives 

 
Visual arts HL / SL Music HL or Music SL 
 
Or  
 
Electives (Computer Science, all languages, Individuals & 
societies, Sciences or a third language) 

 
Group 9 Theory of Knowledge/Extended Essay 
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Students who follow two languages as ‘A’ courses from Group 1: Studies in language and literature, 

or who study a language other than English as one ‘A’ language, and one subject (in English) from 

Group 3: Individuals and societies, or Group 4: Sciences, and who successfully complete the 

Diploma Programme will be awarded a bilingual diploma. 

 
With the exception of the languages, all subjects are taught in English. 
 
Higher level subjects are timetabled 6 x 40 minutes per week. Standard level subjects are timetabled 

4 x 40 minutes per week. In addition, the timetable has 2 periods of Theory of Knowledge, 1 period 

for CAS and 2 periods Pastoral Time with the Form Tutor. 
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Examination Fees 
 
External Examination Fees are charged by the IBO. The fees are not included in the LIS tuition fees. 

After the final registration deadline in November of Grade 12, candidates will be invoiced a Subject 

Fee of 85 € per subject (including TOK and EE) 

 

Examinations 
 
The school enters candidates for the May examination session only and offers the November 

examinations or retakes. 

 
Examinations take place from May to June of the final year and may affect public holidays. 
 
Candidates are expected to comply with the General Regulations of the Diploma Programme, the 

policy on Academic Honesty and the Notice to Candidates Notifications published by the IBO. 

 

Contact 
 
Admissions to the IB Programme Steffi Hölzel       
     Steffi.Hoelzel@lis.school 
 
 
IBDP Coordinator   Rebecca Hillyer 
     Rebecca.Hillyer@lis.school  
 
    
University Admissions Advisor Justin Sands 
     Justin.Sands@lis.school 
 
 
CAS Coordinator   Britta Rössner 
     Britta.Roessner@lis.school 
  
 
     

mailto:Steffi.Hoelzel@lis.school
mailto:Rebecca.Hillyer@lis.school
mailto:Justin.Sands@lis.school
mailto:Britta.Roessner@lis.school
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Assessing Student Work 
 
A variety of assessment methods are used to value both the content and process of academic 

achievement and to take into account different learning styles and cultural patterns. Conventional 

external examination techniques are chosen from a range of options: oral and written, long and short 

responses, data-based questions, essays, multiple choice questions. These are complemented by 

internal assessment of coursework by the teachers responsible for evaluating over a two-year period. 

Details of the specific assessment requirements for each course can be found under the subject 

headings. 

Award of the Diploma 

In the six subject groups, each examined subject is graded on the following scale of 1 (minimum) 
to 7 (maximum):  
 

7 Excellent Demonstrates: conceptual awareness, insight, and knowledge and 
understanding which are evident in the skills of critical thinking; a high level 
of ability to provide answers which are fully developed, structured in a logical 
and coherent manner and illustrated with appropriate examples; a precise use 
of terminology which is specific to the subject; familiarity with the literature of 
the subject; the ability to analyse and evaluate evidence and to synthesize 
knowledge and concepts; awareness of alternative points of view and 
subjective and ideological biases, and the ability to come to reasonable, albeit 
tentative, conclusions; consistent evidence of critical reflective thinking; a high 
level of proficiency in analysing and evaluating data or problem solving. 

6 Very Good Demonstrates: detailed knowledge and understanding; answers which are 
coherent, logically structured and well developed; consistent use of 
appropriate terminology; an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize 
knowledge and concepts; knowledge of relevant research, theories and 
issues, and awareness of different perspectives and contexts from which 
these have been developed; consistent evidence of critical thinking; an ability 
to analyse and evaluate data or to solve problems competently. 

5 Good Demonstrates: a sound knowledge and understanding of the subject using 
subject-specific terminology; answers which are logically structured and 
coherent but not fully developed; an ability to provide competent answers with 
some attempt to integrate knowledge and concepts; a tendency to be more 
descriptive than evaluative although some ability is demonstrated to present 
and develop contrasting points of view; some evidence of critical thinking; an 
ability to analyse and evaluate data or to solve problems. 

4 Satisfactory Demonstrates: a secure knowledge and understanding of the subject going 
beyond the mere citing of isolated, fragmentary, irrelevant or ‘common sense’ 
points; some ability to structure answers but with insufficient clarity and 
possibly some repetition; an ability to express knowledge and understanding 
in terminology specific to the subject; some understanding of the way facts or 
ideas may be related and embodied in principles and concepts; some ability 
to develop ideas and substantiate assertions; use of knowledge and 
understanding which is more descriptive than analytical; some ability to 
compensate for gaps in knowledge and understanding through rudimentary 
application or evaluation of that knowledge; an ability to interpret data or to 
solve problems and some ability to engage in analysis and evaluation. 
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The award of the diploma requires students to meet defined standards and conditions including a 

minimum total of 24 points and the satisfactory completion of the Extended Essay, Theory of 

Knowledge course and CAS activities. The maximum score of 45 points includes the maximum of 

three additional points that can be awarded for the level of performance in the Extended Essay and 

Theory of Knowledge. 

 
All LIS Grade 11 and 12 students are normally engaged in the full diploma programme. Any students 

who are unable to satisfy all requirements, or who are advised to, or who choose to take 

examinations in fewer than six subjects, are awarded separate IB Courses for the examinations 

completed. 

 

  

   
3 Mediocre Demonstrates: some knowledge and understanding of the subject; a basic 

sense of structure that is not sustained throughout the answers; a basic use 
of terminology appropriate to the subject; some ability to establish links 
between facts or ideas; some ability to comprehend data or to solve problems. 

2 Poor Demonstrates: a limited knowledge and understanding of the subject; some 
sense of structure in the answers; a limited use of terminology appropriate to 
the subject; a limited ability to establish links between facts or ideas; a basic 
ability to comprehend data or to solve problems. 

1 Very Poor Demonstrates: very limited knowledge and understanding of the subject; 
almost no organizational structure in the answers; inappropriate or 
inadequate use of terminology; a limited ability to comprehend data or to solve 
problems. 
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German University Entrance Requirements 
 

For German University Entrance Requirements the Full IB Diploma is required. 

Group 1 + 2: Language A/ Language B/ Ab Initio 
 
For the Full Diploma an A Language is required.  

For German University Entrance requirements one Language A in a Foreign Language or Language 

B HL is required, a second language can be taken in Group 1 or Group 2 and maybe the student’s 

mother tongue language as a self-taught course offered at SL only. 

 
For a Bilingual Diploma two A Languages or one A Language (other than English) & one B Language, 

given that Groups 3 and 4 are taught in English.  

 

*Note: German students applying to German Universities must take a Foreign Language A (English 
A or Self-taught Language A or Language B at Higher Level e.g. English/French/Spanish B HL) to 
qualify. 
 

Example 1: German A SL/HL and English B HL 

Example 2: English A SL/HL and German/French/or Spanish B HL 

Example 3: German A SL and English A SL 

 
Group 3: Individuals and Societies 

History, Geography or Business Management  
 
 
Group 4: Natural Sciences 
 
Biology, Chemistry or Physics 
 
*HL Science or Mathematics HL is required.  

 
 
Group 5: Mathematics 
 
Mathematics: Analysis and approaches (HL and SL) 
Mathematics: Applications and interpretation (HL and SL) 
 
 
Group 6: The Arts & Electives 
 
Group 6 allows the possibility to choose a 2nd Science, or a 2nd or 3rd language, an extra Individuals 

and Societies or Visual Arts.  

 
 
Self-taught Languages (Mother Tongue) 
 
Available in a great number of languages. 
Only at SL. 
 
*You must supply a privately arranged teacher for this option and the teacher must sign an 

agreement with the school. Financial arrangements will be organised directly with the private 

teacher. See the Diploma Coordinator for more details. 
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Conversion of IB points to the German Abitur  
Ref: Ministry of Education 2011 
 
 

IB total points Durchschnittsnote 

45 1.0 
44 1.0 
43 1.0 
42 1.0 
41 1.1 
40 1.3 
39 1.5 
38 1.6 
37 1.8 
36 2.0 
35 2.1 
34 2.3 
33 2.5 
32 2.6 
31 2.8 
30 3.0 
29 3.1 
28 3.3 
27 3.5 
26 3.6 
25 3.8 
24 4.0 
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Core Diploma Requirements 

 

 

 

Theory of Knowledge 

***************** 

Extended Essay 

***************** 

Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) 
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Theory of Knowledge (ToK) 
 
In addition to the six subjects selected, Diploma candidates must also engage in a unique course 

known as Theory of Knowledge. 

Introduction and Aims 

Theory of Knowledge is a course that concerns the concept of knowledge, how it is produced, and 
what it means to “know” something. Students examine their own perspectives and those of others 
whose knowledge they share.  
 
ToK is the key element in the educational philosophy of the IBO. Its purpose is to stimulate critical 
reflection upon the knowledge and experiences acquired both inside and outside the classroom, to 
evaluate the bases of knowledge and experience, and to develop a personal mode of thought 
based on critical examination of evidence and argument.  

Structure and Content 

The course consists of analyses of: 

¶ areas of knowledge: the arts, human sciences, natural sciences, mathematics, indigenous 
knowledge systems, religious knowledge systems, and ethics  

¶ ways of knowing: sense perception, emotion, reason, faith, intuition, memory, imagination 
and language 

¶ shared knowledge 

¶ personal knowledge 
 

Assessment 

Presentation – assessed internally by a panel of ToK teachers / externally moderated. 

Each candidate must make at least one individual or small group oral presentation during the 
course (September of grade 12), based on a written presentation planning document which is 
submitted as part of the assessment process. The presentation topic is a real life situation chosen 
by the students and is connected to a knowledge question, enabling students to reflect on the 
implications for the production of knowledge.  
 
Essay – assessed externally 

Each student must submit one essay of 1600 words, completed in grade 12. The essay must be on 
one of six titles prescribed by the IBO for the examination session. Essays are assessed against 
the original title, so students must not modify the title in any way.  
 
Student performance in the course is graded using the following IBO scale: 
 

A Excellent 
B Good 
C Satisfactory 
D Mediocre 
E Elementary 
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The Extended Essay (EE) 

Introduction and Aims 

Diploma candidates are required to undertake original research and write an essay of some 4000 

words. This project offers the opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest and acquaints 

students with the kind of independent research and writing skills they will require in the worlds of 

higher education and work. 

 
The subject chosen for the essay does not have to be one of the subjects being studied by the 

student for the diploma, but it should be a subject about which the student already has an interest or 

that they think can be relatively easily researched, given the resources to be found in and near the 

school. In practice it is usually the case that the large majority of subjects chosen are amongst those 

being studied for the diploma. Such choices are often easier to manage and have beneficial side 

effects in supporting the student’s overall effort in the chosen subject. 

 
Students will each have a teacher acting as supervisor, to ensure that they are remaining “on target” 

and it is expected that a total of about 40 hours be spent on the essay project. Supervisors are 

allocated on the basis of approaches from students who have come up with their basic idea. It is not 

practical for a given teacher to supervise more than a maximum of three extended essays in the 

same period and so it is occasionally necessary to turn down a student request and ask for an 

alternative topic to be chosen, in a subject area that still has supervision capacity. 

Assessment 

The extended essay is externally assessed. 
 
Student performance in the essay is graded using the following IBO scale: 
 

A Excellent 
B Good 
C Satisfactory 
D Mediocre 
E Elementary 
 

The stages in the development of a final draft of the essay are reached according to the following 

timetable (more specific deadlines will be published at a later date): 

 
In Grade 11: 

November Extended Essay begins + Introduction Workshop 

January Subject and Topic focus decided 

March  Research, Bibliography and Preliminary Outline 

April/May Rough draft of essay 

June  First draft of essay + Research and Assessment Criteria Workshop 

 
In Grade 12: 

August  Completed draft 

February Final draft 
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Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) 
 

What is CAS? 
 
CAS is one of the three elements in the IB core Diploma Programme, along with TOK and the 

Extended Essay. 

CAS involves students in a range of enjoyable and significant experiences, as well as a CAS project. 

CAS is organized around three strands of creativity, activity and service. 

CAS complements a challenging academic programme in a holistic way, providing opportunities for 

independent goal setting, collaboration, accomplishment and enjoyment. 

 

For CAS, no IB points can be gained. But successful completion of CAS is a requirement for the 

award of the IB Diploma. Students reflect on their experiences and provide evidence of achieving 

the seven learning outcomes. 

 

¶ Length: 18 months and a balance between creativity, activity and service. 

¶ Three formal documented interviews throughout the two years. 

Reflection is central to building a deep and rich experience in CAS. A CAS portfolio serves as 

evidence of the student’s engagement with CAS.  

 
CAS is meant to be a journey to self-discovery that develops personality and drives personal 

growth. 

 

 

What are the learning outcomes? 
 

1. Identify own strengths and develop areas for growth 

2. Demonstrate that challenges have been undertaken, developing new skills in the process 

3. Demonstrate how to initiate and plan a CAS experience 

4. Show commitment to and perseverance in CAS experiences 

5. Demonstrate the skills and recognize the benefits of working collaboratively 

6. Demonstrate engagement with issues of global significance  

7. Recognize and consider the ethics of choices and actions 

 

 

 

 

. 
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Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay - IB Diploma 
Bonus Points 
 
The performance of a student in both IB Diploma requirements, Theory of Knowledge and the 

Extended Essay, is determined according to the quality of work, based on the application of the IB 

assessment criteria. It is described by one of the band descriptors A-E (see below). Using the two 

performance levels and the Diploma Points Matrix (see below), a maximum of three Diploma points 

can be awarded for a student’s combined performance. 

Band Descriptors 

A Work of an excellent standard 
B Work of a good standard 
C Work of a satisfactory standard 
D Work of a mediocre standard 
E Work of an elementary standard  

The Diploma Points Matrix 

 THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE 

E
X

T
E

N
D

E
D

 E
S

S
A

Y
 

 
Grade 
A 

Grade 
B 

Grade 
C 

Grade 
D 

Grade 
E 

No Grade 
N 

Grade 
A 

3 3 2 2 1 / F* F 

Grade 
B 

3 2 1 1 0 / F* F 

Grade 
C 

2 1 1 0 0 / F* F 

Grade 
D 

2 1 0 0 0 / F* F 

Grade 
E 

1 / F* 0 / F* 0 / F* 0 / F* F* F 

No Grade 
N 

F F F F F F 

 
F* Since the May 2010 session 28 points overall are required to be eligible for the diploma if a student 
attains an “E” grade in either the extended essay or theory of knowledge. As previously, a grade “A” 
in one of the requirements earns an extra point even if the other is a grade “E”. Attaining a grade “E” 
in both the extended essay and theory of knowledge continues to represent an automatic failure. 
 
A student who, for example, writes a satisfactory Extended Essay and whose performance in 
Theory of Knowledge is judged to be good will be awarded 1 point, while a student who writes a 
mediocre Extended Essay and whose performance in Theory of Knowledge is judged to be 
excellent will be awarded 2 points. 
 
A student who fails to submit an Extended Essay will be awarded N for Extended Essay and/or a 
student who fails to submit a ToK essay, or who fails to make a TOK presentation, will be awarded 
N for ToK, will score no bonus points, and will not be awarded an IB Diploma.  
 
Performance in both Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay of an elementary standard is a 
failing condition for the award of the Diploma. In this situation a student will receive IB Certificates in 
the subjects where assessment objectives have been completed and attained. 
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Group 1 - Language A 

 

 

English Language and Literature 

English Literature 

***************** 

German Language and Literature 

German Literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IB Diploma Programme – Course Guide 2020-2022 
 

21 
Revised: November 2019 

Language A: Language and Literature English and German 

Introduction 

For the majority of LIS students either English or German will be their best language, in that they will 

have native or near-native command of the language. It is therefore possible for many students to 

follow A courses in both these languages and, if successful, qualify for a bilingual IB Diploma.  

Language A: language and literature subject outline 1f the subject 

Language A: language and literature comprises four parts—two relate to the study of language and 

two to the study of literature. The study of the texts produced in a language is central to an active 

engagement with language and culture and, by extension, to how we see and understand the world 

in which we live. A key aim of the language A: language and literature course is to encourage 

students to question the meaning generated by language and texts, which, it can be argued, is rarely 

straightforward and unambiguous. Helping students to focus closely on the language of the texts 

they study and to become aware of the role of each text’s wider context in shaping its meaning is 

central to the course. 

Aims 

The language A: language and literature course aims to develop in students skills of textual analysis 

and the understanding that texts, both literary and non-literary, can be seen as autonomous yet 

simultaneously related to culturally determined reading practices. The course is designed to be 

flexible—teachers have the opportunity to construct it in a way that reflects the interests and 

concerns that are relevant to their students while developing in students a range of transferable 

skills. An understanding of the ways in which formal elements are used to create meaning in a text 

is combined with an exploration of how that meaning is affected by reading practices that are 

culturally defined and by the circumstances of production and reception. 

 
In view of the international nature of the IB and its commitment to intercultural understanding, the 

language A: language and literature course does not limit the study of texts to the products of one 

culture or of the cultures covered by any one language. The study of literature in translation from 

other cultures is especially important to IB Diploma Programme students because it contributes to a 

global perspective, thereby promoting an insight into, and understanding of, the different ways in 

which cultures influence and shape the experiences of life common to all humanity. 

 
There are no formal requirements for students undertaking the group 1 courses. Students who take 

these courses will often have varied language profiles and may be multilingual. However, despite 

the fact that the Language A courses are designed for students who have experience of using the 

language in an academic context, the language background of students taking Language A (English 

or German at LIS) is likely to vary considerably, from monolingual students to students with more 

complex language profiles. A student does not need to be fluent in the language to be successful in 

this academic discipline – in both Language A courses at Higher Level, a Level 6 (the second highest 

level of attainment) is aligned with the Common European Framework B2 level. 

 

Both courses offer the opportunity for continued language development and the acquisition of a 

range of skills including, for example, textual analysis and the expression of literary appreciation. 

The choice of the specific group 1 course will depend on the students’ and teacher’s interests and 

the students’ future plans. 
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Assessment 

 

1. External assessment - 80% (Higher Level); 70% (Standard Level) 

 

Paper 1: Textual analysis (2 hours 15 minutes – HL; 1 hour 15 minutes - SL) 

The paper consists of two unseen passages of different text types (one non-literary and one 

literary). Responding to prompts, students write a detailed response analysing the texts. 

Students write about both texts at Higher Level, and about only one text at Standard Level. 

35% 

 

Paper 2: Essay (1 hour 45 minutes – HL and SL) 

In response to one of four general questions, students write an essay based on two literary works 

studied during the course. These works can be from prescribed lists, studied in translation or 

chosen freely. The works must not have been used for any other assessment component of the 

course. The questions and the length of examination are the same for Higher Level and Standard 

Level students. 

25% HL; 35% SL 

 

Higher Level Essay 

Higher Level students produce one formal written essay of 1200-1500 words in length. In 

Language & Literature courses, this could be based on either a literary or a non-literary text. It 

should be based on any text covered in the course, except for those used for Internal Assessment 

or that the student intends to use for Paper 2. 

20% 

 

 

2. Internal assessment - 20% (Higher Level); 30% (Standard Level) 
 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course. 

 
 
Individual Oral  

 

This is prepared and planned for throughout the course, in which the student prepares a ten-

minute discussion in response to the prompt, Examine the ways in which the global issue of your 

choice is presented through the content and form of two of the texts that you have studied. After 

this discussion, there will be five minutes of question and answer between the student and the 

teacher conducting the assessment. This will be recorded and a sample of recordings will be 

moderated by IBO. 

 

For Language & Literature, the two texts should include one literary and one non-literary work. 
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Language A: Literature English and German  
 

Language A: literature is a literature course that may be studied in as many as eighty languages. 

Fifty of these have a prescribed list of authors from which works of literature are chosen under 

specific guidelines. There is also a prescribed list of works in translation for various components of 

the course. 

 
Language A: literature is the subject through which the IB’s policy of mother-tongue entitlement is 

delivered. This subject promotes respect for the literary heritage of the student’s home language and 

provides an opportunity for students to continue to develop oral and written skills in their mother 

tongue while studying in a different language of instruction, transcription and/or in another recording. 

 
 
The course is built on the assumption that literature is concerned with our conceptions, 

interpretations and experiences of the world. The study of literature can therefore be seen as an 

exploration of the way it represents the complex pursuits, anxieties, joys and fears to which human 

beings are exposed in the daily business of living. It enables an exploration of one of the more 

enduring fields of human creativity, and provides opportunities for encouraging independent, original, 

critical and clear thinking. It also promotes respect for the imagination and a perceptive approach to 

the understanding and interpretation of literary works. 

 
 
Through the study of a wide range of literature, the language A: literature course encourages 

students to appreciate the artistry of literature and to develop an ability to reflect critically on their 

reading. Works are studied in their literary and cultural contexts, through close study of individual 

texts and passages, and by considering a range of critical approaches. In view of the international 

nature of the IB and its commitment to intercultural understanding, the language A: literature course 

does not limit the study of works to the products of one culture or the cultures covered by any one 

language. The study of works in translation is especially important in introducing students, through 

literature, to other cultural perspectives. The response to the study of literature is through oral and 

written communication, thus enabling students to develop and refine their command of language. 

 

Assessment 

 
1. External assessment - 80% (Higher Level); 70% (Standard Level) 

 

Paper 1: Textual analysis (2 hours 15 minutes – HL; 1 hour 15 minutes - SL) 

 

The paper consists of two unseen passages (each of a different literary genre). Responding to 

prompts, students write a detailed response analysing the texts. 

Students write about both texts at Higher Level, and about only one text at Standard Level. 

35% 

 

 

Paper 2: Essay (1 hour 45 minutes – HL and SL) 

 

In response to one of four general questions, students write an essay based on two literary works 

studied during the course. These works can be from prescribed lists, studied in translation or 

chosen freely – thus, unlike previous iterations of the course, the questions are not genre-

specific. The works must not have been used for any other assessment component of the course. 
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The questions and the length of examination are the same for Higher Level and Standard Level 

students. 

25% HL; 35% SL 

 

 

Higher Level Essay 

 

Higher Level students produce one formal written essay of 1200-1500 words in length. It should 

be based on any text covered in the course, except for those used for Internal Assessment or 

that the student intends to use for Paper 2. 

20% 

 

 

2. Internal assessment - 20% (Higher Level); 30% (Standard Level) 

 

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the 

end of the course. 

 

 

Individual Oral  

 

This is prepared and planned for throughout the course, in which the student prepares a ten-

minute discussion in response to the prompt, Examine the ways in which the global issue of your 

choice is presented through the content and form of two of the texts that you have studied. After 

this discussion, there will be five minutes of question and answer between the student and the 

teacher conducting the assessment. This will be recorded and a sample of recordings will be 

moderated by IBO. 

 

For Literature courses, one text should be a work originally written in the Language A language and 

one text a work in translation. 
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Group 2 - Language B and Ab Initio 

 

 

English B HL 

***************** 

French B HL 

French B SL 

***************** 

German B HL 

German B SL 

***************** 

Spanish B HL 

Spanish B SL  

**************** 

Ab Initio German 
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English B, German B, French B and Spanish B 

Introduction 

Language B courses are language acquisition courses designed to provide students with the 
necessary skills and intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an 
environment where the language studied is spoken. Consequently, they are not suitable for students 
who have extensive experience in learning the language in an academic context.  

The IBO states very clearly in its philosophy that it is essential that Diploma Programme coordinators 
and teachers ensure that students are following a course that will provide them with an appropriate 
academic challenge. Coordinators, in conjunction with teachers, are responsible for the placement 
of students. 

 

Aims 

The focus of the programme is on language acquisition and development to prepare the learner to 
use the language appropriately in a range of situations and contexts and for a variety of purposes. 
The course aims to develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures and 
ideas, and, among other aims, to encourage through a study of literary works and through social 
interactions an awareness and appreciation of a variety of perspectives of people from diverse 
cultures. 
 
Students of Common European Framework levels A2 are comfortably suited to be successful in 
Language B at Standard Level, and students of CEFR level B1 are comfortably suited to be 
successful in Language B at Higher Level. 
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English B HL  
 

From an English perspective at L.I.S., for those students who have completed the IGCSE English 

as a First Language course (and from 2020, English and World Literature), it is unlikely that they will 

be eligible to take English B regardless of the fact that English is not their mother tongue. This is 

because they have extensive experience studying English in an academic context in an English 

language instruction school. While there can be individual circumstances that should be considered 

on a case-by-case basis, the school and not the students will decide who is eligible to take English 

B in keeping with the principles of the IBDP programme. Students taking English as a Second 

Language at IGCSE are more likely to undertake the English B course. 

 
Content and Areas of Stimulus 
 
The language acquisition will occur during the exploration of five different thematic areas, with 
students reading, writing, speaking and listening in response to various areas of stimulus and 
illustrative texts. 
 
The five thematic areas, which should be given approximately equivalent weighting throughout the 
course are: 
 

- Identities 
- Experiences 
- Human ingenuity 
- Social organization 
- Sharing the planet 

 
Students will experience a wide variety of written, audio and audio-visual texts, categorised as 
Personal, Professional, and Mass Media communications. 
At Higher Level (which is the only course offered at L.I.S.), two works of literature will also be studied. 

 

Assessment 

1. External assessment 75% 
Paper 1 (1 hour 30 minutes) 
Productive Skills 
25% 
 
Paper 2 (2 hours) 
Receptive Skills – two separate sections, one a listening comprehension and one a reading 
comprehension. 
50% 

 
2. Internal assessment 25% 

Internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB. 
 
Individual oral assessment 
A conversation with the teacher based on an extract from one of the literary works studied in 
class, followed by a discussion with the teacher based on one or more themes from the syllabus. 
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Modern Languages: French B, German B, Spanish B 

Content and Areas of Stimulus 

The language acquisition will occur during the exploration of five different thematic areas, with 

students reading, writing, speaking and listening in response to various areas of stimulus and 

illustrative texts. 

 

The five thematic areas, which should be given approximately equivalent weighting throughout the 

course are: 

 

- Identities 

- Experiences 

- Human ingenuity 

- Social organization 

- Sharing the planet 

 

Students will experience a wide variety of written, audio and audio-visual texts, categorized as 

Personal, Professional, and Mass Media communications. 

 

At Standard Level 

Assessment: 

 
1. External assessment 75% 
 
Paper 1:  Writing (1 hour 15min) 
Paper 2:  Listening and Reading (45 min and 1 hour) 
 
 
2. Internal assessment 25% 
 
Individual oral based on a picture (12-15 minutes) 
 
 

At Higher Level 

Assessment: 

 
1. External assessment 75% 
 
Paper 1:  Writing (1 hour 30 min) 
Paper 2:  Listening and Reading (1 hour and 1 hour) 
 
 
2. Internal assessment 25% 
 
Individual oral based on a literary extract (12-15 minutes) 
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Language Ab Initio German 
 

The Language Ab Initio course is designed for students with little or no prior experience of the 

language they wish to study. 

 
This course achieves a reflection on cultural values and behaviours in different ways. 

The course is divided into three broad themes: 

 
• Individual and society 

• Leisure and work 

• Urban and rural environment 

 

The Ab Initio course, albeit at a basic level, seeks to develop intercultural understanding and foster 

a concern for global issues, as well as to raise students’ awareness of their own responsibility at a 

local level. 

 
1. External assessment 75% 

Paper 1 (1 hour 30 minutes): Receptive skills 

Understanding of four written texts. (40 marks) 

30% 

 
Paper 2 (1 hour): Productive skills 

Two compulsory writing exercises. (25 marks) 

25% 

 
Written assignment: Receptive and productive skills 

A piece of writing, 200–350 words, demonstrating intercultural understanding and written in 

the target language. (20 marks) 

20% 

 
 
2. Internal assessment (10 minutes): Interactive skills  25% 

Individual oral 

This course is offered at standard level only. 
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Group 3 - Individuals and Societies 

 

 

History HL 

History SL 

***************** 

Geography HL 

Geography SL 

***************** 

Business Management HL 

Business Management SL 
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History HL and SL 

Introduction and Aims 

History is concerned with individuals and societies in the widest possible context – political, social, 

economic, religious, technological and cultural. It is concerned with trends, developments and 

continuity and change. 

 
The content of the course has been selected to enable the students to gain an understanding of the 

key happenings, trends and developments of the 20th century world. By making use of diverse 

sources, methods and interpretations, we hope that they will additionally gain an appreciation of, and 

a lasting interest in History. 

 
Students studying History at IB Diploma level will learn how to offer a rational argument, make critical 

judgements, and write clearly. In other words, write a good essay, detect bias and omissions, and 

be able to appreciate more than one side to any question. The historian’s skills of research, 

interpretation and communication are highly valued by employers, making history a course of study 

that is valuable to all.  

 

(FINAL CONTENT DEPENDENT ON MAJORITY IB HISTORY STUDENT DECISION) 

 

Structure and content of current course: 

Standard Level and Higher Level:  
Prescribed Unit (source paper: Paper 1) The Move to Global War (Asia and Europe) 

Standard Level and Higher Level:  
World History Topic 1: Authoritarian States (20th Century) 
 
Standard Level and Higher Level:  
World History Topic 2: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th Century) 

Higher Level ONLY: Regional Option (to be decided) 

 

Assessment 

The Internal assessment 

The Internal assessment is a Historical Investigation of 1,500-2000 words on a topic of the 

student’s choice and is submitted by both Standard Level and Higher level students.  

 
Internal 20% HL: 25% SL 

¶ Work produced throughout the two year programme is assessed using the I.B. grading scale. 

¶ The Internal Assessment  is marked by teachers and moderated by the IBO  
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External  80% HL: 75% SL  
 

¶ Examinations  
 

Component  HL SL 

Internal 
Assessment 

Historical 
Investigation  

20 % 25 % 

Paper 1 Document based  20 % 30 % 
Paper 2 Essay 25 % 45 % 
Paper 3  Essay 35 % - 
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Geography SL and HL 

Introduction and Aims 

Geography focuses on analysing the dynamic interactions between individuals, societies and 

physical processes in both time and space. Its interdisciplinary approach encourages students to 

identify and explain trends and patterns in the way people adapt to, change, respond to and manage 

the natural environment. Students use case studies at a variety of scales to examine current 

environmental issues and social challenges in our increasingly interconnected society. Through 

hands on experience, students acquire an understanding of geographical methodology and 

techniques of inquiry, utilising elements of both socio-economic and scientific methodologies. 

Geography is distinctive in its spatial dimension and occupies a middle ground between social or 

human sciences and natural sciences. 

By the end of this course, students are expected to have a well-rounded knowledge base of 

geographical case studies, terminology, theories, concepts, spatial processes, contemporary world 

issues and interactions between people, place and the environment. Additionally, students will have 

a greater understanding of perspectives of a differing range of actors, with varying powers over 

decision-making processes.  With this understanding of global issues and processes, students 

develop life skills in in critical thinking. 

 

Structure and Content 

Part 1: Geographic Themes (2 at SL level; 3 at HL level) 
  Optional Themes 

¶ Leisure, Tourism and Sport 

¶ Food and Health 

¶ Urban Environments 

¶ or student choice 

Part 2: Geographic perspectives-global change (SL and HL core) 

¶ Population distribution—changing population 

¶ Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 

¶ Global resource consumption and security 

Geographic perspectives-global interactions (HL ONLY) 

¶ Power, places and networks 

¶ Human development and diversity 

¶ Global risks and resilience 

 
Internal Assessment: Fieldwork 

¶ One written report based on a fieldwork question and primary data collection, with 

analysis and evaluation 
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Assessment 

 

Paper Details Exam time Weight 
Paper 1 
Geographic 
Themes 

Answer one structured and one extended 
response question from a choice of two for 
each optional theme;  SL 40- HL 60 marks 

45 minutes 
per optional 
theme. 

SL/HL: 35% 

Paper 2 
Core  
Geographic 
perspectives-
global 
change 

Section A- 3 structured questions on each 
core unit; 30  marks 
Section B- Infographic or visual stimulus, 
w/ structured questions; 10  marks 
Section C- Once extended answer question 
from a choice of two; 10  marks 
 

1 hour  
15 minutes 

SL: 40% 
HL: 25% 

Paper 3 
Core 
Extension 

Choice of three extended answer questions 
w/ two parts based on each HL core unit; 28 
marks (Part A-12 marks, Part B-16 marks) 

1 hour  
 

HL only: 
20% 

Internal 
Assessment 

Fieldwork report- --- SL: 25% 
HL: 20% 
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Business Management HL and SL 
 

Business Management is a rigorous and dynamic discipline that examines business decision-making 

processes and how these decisions impact on, and are affected by internal and external 

environments. It is the study of both the way in which individuals and groups interact in an 

organisation and of the transformation of resources. The course is designed to develop an 

understanding of business theory, concepts and contexts as well as an ability to apply business 

principles, practices and skills. 

 
Aims of the Course 

The Business Management course aims to help students understand the implications of business 

activity in a global market. It is designed to promote the importance of exploring business issues 

from different cultural perspectives and encouraging a holistic view of the world of business. The 

course also aims to enhance students' critical thinking about individual and organisational behaviour 

allowing them to make informed business decisions from a local, regional and global context so that 

the management course will contribute to students’ development as critical and effective participants 

in local and world affairs. 

 
Syllabus 

The curriculum model for the IB Business Management is a core curriculum for both higher level 

(HL) and standard level (SL) consisting of five topics (listed below) with common content and 

learning outcomes. HL students explore many of these themes in greater depth and breadth. In 

addition to the content that students are required to learn, the course also looks at the business 

world from the perspective of six key concepts: Change, Culture, Ethics, Globalisation, Innovation 

and Strategy. 

Topic 1: Business Organisation and Environment 

Topic 2: Human Resource Management 

Topic 3: Finance 

Topic 4: Marketing 

Topic 5: Operations management 
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Assessment 

Both SL and HL students will be assessed in the IB Business Management programme by 

completing two written papers (externally set and externally marked) and one Internal Assessment 

(IA; internally set and externally moderated). 

  

HL Assessment 
  Paper 1 (2 ¼ hours)  

35% 

Paper 2 (2 ¼ hours)  

40% 

IA (30 hours)  

25% 

Syllabus Content All five topics All five topics Any of the five topics 

Details Based on a case study 

issued in advance. 

Examination in three 

sections required a 

mixture of structured 

responses. 

Responses to 

structured questions 

relating to stimulus 

material requiring a 

mixture of structured 

and extended 

responses. 

Students complete an 

extended research 

project that considers 

either an issue or 

decision facing a 

business organisation. 

(Maximum 2,000 

words) 

   

SL Assessment 
  Paper 1 (1 ¾ hours)  

35 % 

Paper 2 (1 ¾ hours)  

40% 

IA (15 hours) 

25% 

Syllabus Content All five topics All five topics Any of the five topics 

Details Based on a case study 

issued in advance. 

Examination in two 

sections required a 

mixture of structured 

responses. 

Responses to 

structured questions 

relating to stimulus 

material requiring a 

mixture of structured 

and extended 

responses. 

Written commentary 

based on three to five 

supporting documents 

about a real issue or 

problem facing a 

particular organisation. 

(Maximum 1,500 

words) 
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Group 4 - Experimental Sciences 

 

 

Biology HL 

Biology SL 

***************** 

Chemistry HL 

Chemistry SL 

***************** 

Physics HL 

Physics SL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IB Diploma Programme – Course Guide 2020-2022 
 

38 
Revised: November 2019 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics  
 
All three sciences on offer at LIS follow the same assessment procedures and can be studied either 

at higher level or standard level. 

 

1. Internal assessment 
 

All students have to take part in the Group 4 project in which they have to demonstrate how well 

they collaborate while working in a team. Proof of participation is in form of a reflective statement. 

 
2. Internal assessment externally moderated (20%) 
 

Individual investigation 

Students will have to formulate a research question for the investigation, carry out experiments and 

produce a 10 to 12 page essay which will be assessed according to: 

a) Personal engagement 

b) Exploration 

c) Analysis 

d) Evaluation 

e) Communication 

3. External examination 
 

Each student will sit three examination papers. 
 

a) Paper 1 Multiple Choice Questions (20%) 

HL: 1 hour (40 questions) 

SL: 45 minutes (30 questions) 

 

b) Paper 2 Short answer and extended responses on the core syllabus (40%) 

HL: 2 hours 15 minutes 
SL:  1 hour 15 minutes 
 

c) Paper 3 Short answer and extended responses on the core and option syllabus (20%) 

HL: 1 hour 15 minutes 
SL:  1 hour  
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Biology HL and SL  

Introduction and Aims 

Biology is one of the fastest changing sciences today, with, for example, new techniques being 

developed in the area of genetic engineering which challenge students’ ethical standpoints and 

which encourage them to take an analytical viewpoint of the information with which they are provided. 

The study of Biology also provides links to other subjects such as the other sciences, mathematics 

and history. Students are advised to think carefully and seek advice before choosing Biology on the 

mistaken premise that it represents an “easy option”. Each of the experimental sciences courses 

provide the student with a real challenge with Biology containing a demanding element of statistical 

analysis and in general requiring a good level of expression in written English. 

Structure and Content 

Both the HL and SL courses contain the list of topics referred to as the Subject Specific Core (SSC). 

The HL course includes in addition to the SSC, the Additional Higher Level (AHL) topics 

 
Subject Specific Core Topics (HL and SL) Additional Higher Level Topics (HL only) 
 
1. Cell biology                7.    Nucleic acids 

2. Molecular biology               8.    Cell respiration and photosynthesis 

3. Genetics                           9.    Plant biology 

4. Ecology                10.  Genetics and evolution 

5. Evolution and biodiversity             11.  Animal physiology 

6. Human physiology 

 
Both the HL and SL courses include the study of one Option Topic. The list of possible options is as 

follows: 

  
A Neurobiology and behaviour    

B Biotechnology and bioinformatics 

C Ecology and conservation 

D Human physiology      

 
In addition, HL and SL students are required to carry out Practical Investigations in all topic areas 

and in the chosen Option.  
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Chemistry HL and SL  

Introduction and Aims 

“Chemistry is the central science. Chemical principles underpin the physical environment in which 

we live, and all biological systems” (IBO Chemistry Subject Guide). The study of chemistry is 

therefore important in its own right as well in aiding the understanding of other sciences. For students 

who do not intend to pursue the study of chemistry beyond secondary school, it provides valuable 

training in lateral thinking and it is an academic discipline in which theory and practical investigation 

closely support each other. 

Structure and Content 

Both the HL and SL courses contain the list of topics referred to as the Subject Specific Core (SSC). 

The HL course includes in addition to the SSC, the Additional Higher Level (AHL) topics. 

 
Subject Specific Core Topics (HL and SL)  Additional Higher Level Topics (HL only) 
 
1.   Stoichiometric relationships  12. Atomic Structure 
2.   Atomic Structure  13. Periodic table/transition metals 
3.   Periodicity  14. Chemical bonding and structure 
4.   Chemical bonding and structure  15. Energetics/thermochemistry 
5.   Energetics/thermochemistry    16. Chemical kinetics 
6.   Chemical kinetics  17. Equilibrium 
7.   Equilibrium  18. Acids and Bases 
8.   Acids and Bases  19. Redox processes 
9.   Redox processes  20. Organic Chemistry 
10. Organic Chemistry 21 Measurement and analysis 
11. Measurement and Data Processing 
 
Both the HL and SL courses include the study of one option topic. The list of possible options is as 
follows: 
 
A Material science 
B Biochemistry 
C Energy 
D Medical chemistry 
  
In addition, HL and SL students are required to carry out Practical Investigations in all topic areas 
and in the chosen option. 
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Physics HL and SL 

Introduction and Aims 

In common with other Group 4 courses, in studying physics you are given the opportunity to develop 

your scientific knowledge and understanding of concepts, principles and physical phenomena as 

well as you scientific skills associated with both conceptual and practical experimental investigation. 

Emphasis is also placed on increasing your awareness of the limitations of physics, its impacts on 

societies (past, present and future) and the responsibilities of practising physicists. 

 
During the course you should become more aware of how physicists work and communicate with 

each other. You will come to know and understand more about technological applications of physics. 

You will see how theory and experiments complement one another. The higher level course provides 

a suitable preparation for higher education studies in physics and physics-related courses and for 

professional courses that require students to have knowledge of physics when admitted. The 

standard level course also greatly helps to prepare you for a wide range of other career paths in 

which knowledge of physics, as such, is not essential. 

Structure and Content 

Both the HL and SL courses contain the list of topics referred to as the Subject Specific Core 
(SSC). The HL course includes in addition to the SSC, the Additional Higher Level (AHL) topics. 
 
1.  Measurements and uncertainties 
2.  Mechanics 
3.  Thermal physics 
4.  Waves 
5.  Electricity and magnetism 
6.  Circular motion and gravitation 
7.  Atomic, nuclear and particle physics 
8.  Energy production 
9.  Wave phenomena 
10.  Fields 
11.  Electromagnetic induction 
12.  Quantum and nuclear physics 
 
Options 
 
A.  Relativity 
B.  Engineering physics 
C.  Imaging 
D.  Astrophysics 

 

In addition, HL and SL students are required to carry out Practical Investigations in all topic areas 
and in the chosen option. 
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Group 5 - Mathematics 

 

 

Mathematics: Analysis and approaches (HL and SL) 

Mathematics: Applications and interpretation (HL and SL) 
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Analyses and approaches (HL and SL); Applications and 
interpretations (HL and SL) 

Aims 

The mathematics courses aim to contribute to students' personal attributes, subject understanding 

and global awareness by enabling them to: 

 

1. Develop a curiosity and enjoyment of mathematics, and appreciate its elegance and power. 

2. Develop an understanding of the concepts, principles and nature of mathematics. 

3. Communicate mathematics clearly, concisely and confidently in a variety of contexts. 

4. Develop logical and creative thinking, and patience and persistence in problem solving to 

instill confidence in using mathematics. 

5. Employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization. 

6. Take action to apply and transfer skills to alternative situations, to other areas of knowledge 

and to future developments in their local and global communities. 

7. Appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics influence each other. 

8. Appreciate the moral, social and ethical questions arising from the work of mathematicians 

and its applications. 

9. Appreciate the universality of mathematics and its multicultural, international and historical 

perspectives. 

10. Appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other disciplines, and as a particular “area of 

knowledge” in the TOK course. 

11. Develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the work of others 

independently and collaboratively extend their understanding of mathematics. 

 
 
Mathematics: Analysis and approaches (HL and SL) 

Introduction  

This subject is appropriate for students who enjoy developing their mathematics to become fluent in 

the construction of mathematical arguments and develop strong skills in mathematical thinking.  

 

They will be encouraged to explore real and abstract applications of these ideas, with and without 

the use of technology. Students who take Mathematics: Analysis and approaches will be those who 

enjoy the thrill of mathematical problem solving and generalization. These courses are aimed at 

students who will go on to study subjects with substantial mathematics content such as mathematics 

itself, engineering, physical sciences, or economics for example. 
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Structure and Content 

Syllabus Component Suggested Teaching hours 

SL HL 

Topic  1- Number and Algebra         19 39 

Topic  2- Functions 21 32 

Topic  3- Geometry and trigonometry 25 51 

Topic  4- Statistics and Probability 27 33 

Topic  5- Calculus 28 55 

The toolkit and mathematical exploration: 
Investigate, problem-solving and modelling skills 
development leading to an individual exploration.  The 
exploration is a piece of written work that involves 
investigating an area of mathematics. 

30 30 

Total teaching hours 150 240 

 
 
 
SL assessment outline 
 

Assessment component Weighting 

External assessment (3 hours) 
 
Paper 1 (90 minutes) 
No Technology allowed. (80 marks) 
Section A 
Compulsory short-response questions based on the syllabus. 
Section B 
Compulsory extended response questions based on the syllabus. 
 
Paper 2 (90 minutes) 
Technology required. (80 marks) 
Section A 
Compulsory short-response questions based on the syllabus. 
Section B 
Compulsory extended response questions based on the syllabus. 

80% 
 
40% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
40% 

Internal assessment 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 
 
Mathematical exploration 
Internal assessment in mathematics is an individual exploration.  This is a 
piece of written work that involves investigating an area of mathematics. (20 
marks) 
 

20% 
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HL assessment outline 
 
 

Assessment component Weighting 

External assessment (5 hours) 
 
Paper 1 (120 minutes) 
 
No Technology allowed. (110 marks) 
 
Section A 
Compulsory short-response questions based on the syllabus. 
 
Section B 
Compulsory extended response questions based on the syllabus. 
 
Paper 2 (120 minutes) 
 
Technology required. (110 marks) 
Section A 
Compulsory short-response questions based on the syllabus. 
 
Section B 
Compulsory extended response questions based on the syllabus. 
 
Paper 3 (60 minutes) 
 
Technology required. (55 marks ) 
Two compulsory extended-response problem-solving questions. 
 

80% 
 
30% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20% 
 

Internal assessment 
 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 
 
Mathematical exploration 
 
Internal assessment in mathematics is an individual exploration.  This is a 
piece of written work that involves investigating an area of mathematics. 
(20 marks) 
 

20% 
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Mathematics: Applications and interpretation (HL and SL) 

Introduction  

These courses are appropriate for students who are interested in developing their mathematics for 

describing our world and solving practical problems. They will gain skills in harnessing the power of 

technology alongside exploring mathematical models. Students who take Mathematics: Applications 

and interpretation will be those who enjoy mathematics best when seen in a practical context. These 

courses are aimed at students who will go on to study subjects such as social sciences, natural 

sciences, statistics, business, some economics, psychology and design. 

 

Structure and Content 

 
 

SL assessment outline 

Assessment component Weighting 

External assessment (3 hours) 
 
Paper 1 (90 minutes) 
 
Technology required. (80 marks) 
Compulsory short-response questions based on the syllabus. 
 
Paper 2 (90 minutes) 
 
Technology required. (80 marks) 
Compulsory extended- response questions based on the syllabus. 
 

80% 
 
40% 
 
 
 
 
40% 
 
 

Syllabus Component Suggested Teaching hours 

SL HL 

Topic  1- Number and Algebra         16 29 

Topic  2- Functions 31 42 

Topic  3- Geometry and trigonometry 18 46 

Topic  4- Statistics and Probability 36 52 

Topic  5- Calculus 19 41 

The toolkit and mathematical exploration: 
Investigate, problem-solving and modelling skills 
development leading to an individual exploration.  The 
exploration is a piece of written work that involves 
investigating an area of mathematics. 

30 30 

Total teaching hours 150 240 
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Internal assessment 
 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 
 
Mathematical exploration 
 
Internal assessment in mathematics is an individual exploration.  This is a 
piece of written work that involves investigating an area of mathematics.  
(20 marks) 
 

20% 

  

HL assessment outline 

 

Assessment component Weighting 

External assessment (5 hours) 
 
Paper 1 (120 minutes) 
 
Technology required. (110 marks) 
 
Compulsory short-response questions based on the syllabus. 
 
Paper 2 (120 minutes) 
 
Technology required. (110 marks) 
 
Compulsory extended- response questions based on the syllabus. 
 
Paper 3 (60 minutes) 
 
Technology required. (55 marks ) 
Two compulsory extended-response problem-solving questions. 
 

80% 
 
30% 
 
 
 
 
 
30% 
 
 
 
 
 
20% 
 

Internal assessment 
 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 
 
Mathematical exploration 
 
Internal assessment in mathematics is an individual exploration.  This is a 
piece of written work that involves investigating an area of mathematics. (20 
marks) 
 

20% 
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Group 6 – Arts and Electives  

 

Visual Arts HL 

Visual Arts SL 

***************** 

Music HL 

Music SL 

***************** 

Computer Science HL 

Computer Science SL 

**************** 

 

All languages 

Individuals & Societies (Social Sciences) 

Natural Sciences  

Are now available as electives as indicated elsewhere 
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Visual Arts HL and SL 
 
Core areas  

 

The visual arts core syllabus at HL and SL consists of three equal interrelated areas. The syllabus 

does not have units or modules to construct a course of study, but instead provides a framework 

which allows a course to be created which suits the cultural and personal needs of the student, and 

which takes advantage of the local surroundings and culture. Students are required to investigate 

the core syllabus areas through theory, art-making, and curatorial practice. 

 

Visual arts in context  

The visual arts in context part of the syllabus provides a lens through which students are encouraged 

to explore perspectives, theories and cultures that inform and influence visual arts practice. Students 

should be able to research, understand and appreciate a variety of contexts and traditions and be 

able to identify links between them.  

 

Visual arts methods  

The visual arts methods part of the syllabus addresses ways of making artwork through the 

exploration and acquisition of skills, techniques and processes, and through engagement with a 

variety of media and methods.  

 

Communicating visual arts  

The communicating visual arts part of the syllabus involves students investigating, understanding 

and applying the processes involved in selecting work for exhibition and public display. It engages 

students in making decisions about the selection of their own work.  

 

 

Distinction between SL and HL  

 

The visual arts syllabus demonstrates a clear distinction between the course at SL and at HL, with 

additional assessment requirements at HL that allow for breadth and greater depth in the teaching 

and learning. The assessment tasks require HL students to reflect on how their own work has been 

influenced by exposure to other artists and for them to experiment in greater depth with additional 

art-making media, techniques and forms. HL students are encouraged to produce a larger body of 

resolved works and to demonstrate a deeper consideration of how their resolved works communicate 

with a potential viewer. Each week, SL students meet for two double lessons while HL students meet 

for three double lessons.  
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Assessment  
 

There are three components that both SL and HL students must complete and submit by the spring 

of their twelfth-grade year. As mentioned above, there are clear distinctions between the two 

courses.  

 

Assessment tasks  

 

Weighting  

 

External assessment  

 

Part 1: Comparative study  

Students analyse and compare different artworks by different artists. This 

independent critical and contextual investigation explores artworks, objects and 

artefacts from differing cultural contexts.  

 

20%  

 

Part 2: Process portfolio  

Students submit carefully selected materials which evidence their 

experimentation, exploration, manipulation and refinement of a variety of visual 

arts activities during the two-year course.  

 

40% 

Internal assessment  

 

(This task is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by 

the IB at the end of the course.) 

 

Part 3: Exhibition  

Students submit for assessment a selection of resolved artworks from their 

exhibition. The selected pieces should show evidence of their technical 

accomplishment during the visual arts course and an understanding of the use 

of materials, ideas and practices appropriate to visual communication.  

 

40% 

 

Visual Arts Journal 

The aim of the visual arts journal is to support and nurture the acquisition of skills and ideas, to 

record developments, and to critique challenges and successes. Much of the work submitted for 

the assessment tasks at the end of the course will have evolved and been drawn from the contents 

of the visual arts journal.  

Although sections of the journal will be selected, adapted and presented for assessment, the 

journal itself is not directly assessed or moderated. It is, however, regarded as a fundamental 

activity of the course.  
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Music HL and SL (subject to change) 
 
Introduction and Aims 
 
Music harnesses the power of both creative and logical thought, and as a discipline has a central 

role within societies across the globe and throughout history. The IB Music programme offers the 

ability to develop a critical understanding through a wide range of musical genres/styles both past 

and present. 

 
Candidates will be expected to demonstrate the development of their performance skills through 

practical music making. In addition, compositional ability will be refined through exploration and 

investigation of technical procedures. Ultimately, candidates’ aural awareness will enable them to 

perceive, analyse and discuss musicological concerns with regard to specific social/cultural 

environments. 

 
Assessment 
 

 COURSE CONTENT 

HIGHER 
LEVEL 

30% 
 
Musical Perception/ 
Analysis 
 
Musical 
Genres/Styles 
 
2 Prescribed Works 
 

20% 
 
Musical Links 
Investigation 
 
(2000 word 
project) 

25% 
 
Solo 
Performance 
 
1 or more 
recitals approx. 
20 minutes 
 

25% 
 
Creating 
 
Portfolio of 3 
pieces 

STANDARD 
LEVEL 

30% 
 
Musical Perception/ 
Analysis 
 
Musical 
Genres/Styles 
 
2 Prescribed Works 
 

20% 
 
Musical Links 
Investigation 
 
(2000 word 
project) 

50% 
 
Candidates can choose either: 
 
Solo Performance 
1 or more recitals approximately 15 
minutes 
 
or 
 
Creating 
Portfolio of 2 pieces 
 

 
 
Career Opportunities  
 
The Diploma Program music course provides an appropriate foundation for further study in music at 

the university level or in music career pathways. Careers within Music can be found in Management, 

Administration, Teaching, Publishing, Journalism and Broadcasting. 

Music candidates are also highly favoured by employers in unrelated opportunities due to good 

communication skills, the ability to work both independently and as a team member and being able 

to think logically about abstract concepts. 
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Computer Science HL and SL 
 
Introduction 
 
Computer science requires an understanding of the fundamental concepts of computational thinking 

as well as knowledge of how computers and other digital devices operate. 

Computer science course is engaging, accessible, inspiring and rigorous. The syllabus covers a 

wide range of topics that enables students to acquire knowledge by analysing various uses of 

technology. It delivers methods and approaches further improvements of students’ problem solving 

and computational thinking skills. Computer science investigates how technology influences cultures 

and societies as well as raises awareness against the unethical use of technology. 

 

Aims 
 

● Provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterises computer science 

● Enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that 

characterises computer science 

● Demonstrate initiative at applying thinking skills critically to identify and resolve complex 

problems 

● Develop logical and critical thinking as well as problem-solving skills 

● Raise awareness of the ethical, social, economic and environmental implications by using 

technology 

 
 
 
Syllabus content 

 

Standard Level (SL) / Higher Level (HL) Core 
 
The topics that must be studied, including some practical work, are: 

● Topic 1: System fundamentals 

● Topic 2: Computer organisation 

● Topic 3: Networks 

● Topic 4: Computational thinking, problem-solving and programming 

 
 
Higher Level extension 
 
The topics that must be studied, including some practical work, are: 

● Topic 5: Abstract data structures 

● Topic 6: Resource management 

● Topic 7: Control 

 

Case study (HL only) 
Additional subject content introduced by the annually issued case study 

 

Option (Both SL and HL) 
Option D: Object-oriented programming (OOP) 
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Assessment 

 

 
External 

Assessment 

SL (70%) HL (80%) 

Paper 1 Paper 2* Paper 1 Paper 2* Paper 3** 

45% 25% 40% 20% 20% 

Internal  

Assessment 
(30%) (20%) 

 
 
 
 
External Assessment 
 
Examination papers consisting of compulsory/optional sections. 

*Paper 2    is an examination paper linked to the option studied. 

**Paper 3  is an examination paper of 1 hour consisting of four compulsory questions based on a 

pre-seen case study. 

 

 

Internal Assessment 
 
Solution 
Practical application of skills through the development of a product and associated documentation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


